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A Reflection on Some Legal-Ethical Problems of “Chimera
Biotechnology”; a Case Study of the International Documents
Approach
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ABSTRACT

The creation of chimeras, especially human-animal mixing, has raised numerous ethical and legal issues in
medical science and biology. On the one hand, these organisms may have adverse effects and serious risks
to human health and life as well as biodiversity. On the other hand, they can have benefits, such as helping
patients with medical problems in medical science. Therefore, scientific research in this field should not be
prohibited or restricted. This has led to numerous ethical and legal controversies in this field. The key
question is whether the researches and production of chimeras is legally and morally justifiable and
permissible? In this paper, some legal-ethical aspects of the research and creation of Chimera creatures in
the light of international documents and the rules are examined and evaluated. In summary, three general
approaches can be mentioned: absolute disagreement, relative disagreement and agreement. In international
documents, although there is no comprehensive document in this area, some of the international norms and
rules mentioned in international documents in the field of biomedicine, human genome and animal rights
are related to the research and production of chimera. The basic presumption of this article in response to
the main question, is based on the premise that governments are obliged to observe the precautionary aspect
when issuing licenses for scientific activities related to chimeras and hybrids and to prevent, as much as
possible, their undesirable effects on living organisms, especially humans, and biodiversity.
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