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ABSTRACT

Bylaw as a source of criminal law has gone through two periods. Prior to the Revolution, the bylaw in
criminal law had both an executive and law-abiding face and a substantive and independent face. In the
executive face, some criminal laws have been enforced through regulations, and some of these decrees are
still binding. In substantive face, with the permission of the law, some bylaws included the definition of a
crime as a violation and the initial determination of the enforcement guarantee in the amount of a fine. After
the Revolution, the substantive and main role of the bylaw was weakened and then completely eliminated;
but the executive role and sub-face of the bylaws became more prominent than before, so that in some
cases, the implementation of the law has become dependent on the bylaw. The role of the bylaws in
directing the criminal law has painted a new face for Iran's criminal law. Accordingly, criminal law has
moved towards detail in content instead of conciseness in text as well as regulation instead of legality. This
article, with a descriptive and analytical approach, by examining the process of legalization of criminal law
in the last decade of the fourteenth century, has reached the conclusion that developments in various fields
on the one hand and the lack of scientific and technical mastery of the legislator on the other hand have
caused Iranian criminal law to unconsciously face the generation of a large number of bylaws alongside the
law and find itself confused in the midst of a detailed and concise approach insofar as the value and status
of the law in the eyes of judicial authorities is considered as much as the bylaw and depended to it.
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