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ABSTRACT

Value is one of the main cores of cultural heritage protection. This is the concept that enacts legal
regulations for the preservation of heritage and justifies financial investments to maintain it and considers
the usefulness and benefits derived from the historical, cultural, economic and scientific value of heritage
as a non-renewable resource for the development and sustainability of a country and this is what makes the
ownership of cultural property, both legal and illegal, attractive. The trade in cultural property has been
going on for a long time. Despite the emergence and consolidation of cultural heritage rights and the efforts
of UNESCO in adopting the 1970 Convention on the Prohibition and Prevention of the illicit Import, Export
and Transfer of Cultural Property, the amount of illicit trade in cultural property in the world has not
decreased and cultural property is still the target of destruction, theft, trafficking and illicit trade. Currently,
more organized criminal gangs are involved in the trade in cultural heritage objects. The trade in cultural
objects is an essential source of money laundering by organized crime networks and it is possible that it
can be used as a financial source for terrorist groups. This study wants to demonstrate that conventions
specific to cultural heritage rights alone cannot heal the wounds caused by the looting of cultural property;
Therefore, we will discuss the need to move towards an approach that focuses on criminal law, regulations
about prevention and control of illicit trade in cultural property. An approach that views the aforementioned
acts against cultural property as transnational organized crimes and seeks to protect the legal ownership of
cultural property.
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3, Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict with Regulations for
the Execution of the Convention, The Hague, 14 May 1954 [249 UNTS. 240; First Hague Protocol 249

U.N.T.S. 358], Protocol to the Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed
Conflict 1954, The Hague, 14 May 1954 [249 U.N.T.S. 358].
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L. Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property (adopted 14 Nov 1970, entered into force 24 Apr 1972) 823 UNTS 231
(1970 UNESCO.)
2, UNIDROIT Convention on the International Return of Stolen or Illegally Exported Cultural Objects
(adopted 24 June 1995, entered into force 1 July 1998) 34 ILM 1322 (1995 UNIDROIT Convention).
3. Prott, L. V. “The Fight Against the Illicit Traffic of Cultural Property: The 1970 Convention: Past and
Future”, International Journal of Cultural Property, Volume 18, Issue 4, 2011, P 437.
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59,1969. (n 32).

2, United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime (adopted 15 November 2000 UNGA
Res 55/25, entered into force 29 September 2003) 2225 UNTS 209 (2000 Palermo Convention).

3, Council of Europe, Convention on Offences relating to Cultural Property (adopted 19 May 2017) (2017)
CETS 221 (2017 Nicosia Convention).
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!, Proulx, B. B. “Organized Criminal Involvement in the Illicit Antiquities Trade”, Trends in Organized
Crime,Volume 14, Issue 1, 2011.

2, Campbell, P. B. “The Illicit Antiquities Trade as a Transnational Criminal Network: Characterizing and
Anticipating Trafficking of Cultural Heritage”, International Journal of Cultural Property, Volume 20,
Issue 2, 2013, P 113.

3, Shyllon, F. “Extraordinary Meeting of States Parties to the Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and
Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property”, International Journal
of Cultural Property, Volume 20, Issue 499-500, 2013. United Nations, UNSC Resolution 2482 (2019) on
Threats to international peace and security, adopted by the Security Council at its 8582nd meeting, on 19
July 2019.

4, Borgstede, G. “Cultural Property, the Palermo Convention, and Transnational Organized Crime”,
International Journal of Cultural Property, Volume 21, Issue 3, 2014, P 281.

5. Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention against Transnational Crime, Use of the UN Convention
against Transnational Crime for Protection against Trafficking in Cultural Property, Vienna, 18-22
October 2010.
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