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ABSTRACT

Digital markets have seen the rise of some online marketplaces that besides having a dominant position in
the online intermediary market, are unavoidable gateways for optimal sale of goods and digital content.
Some gatekeeper marketplaces, as well as operating in the relevant platform market, have a direct presence
in the downstream market and compete with the commercial users of the marketplace. It is possible that
these marketplaces, considering their gatekeeping position, impose conditions on the business users that
change flow of competition in the downstream market in its favor. The most important examples of these
conditions are Anti-Steering provision, mandatory use of marketplace's payment processor and
marketplace’s right to use of non-public user data that although through which the gatekeeper can protect
their interests, but under certain conditions, they can also leave some anti-competitive effects. Given the
increasing use of businesses and consumers from marketplaces such as "Digikala", "Cafebazar", "Alibaba"
and "Snappfood" in Iran, this article is aiming to analyse the abovementioned imposed conditions in the
light of Iranian competition law norms with regard to guaranteeing intra-platform competitiveness and
protecting the legitimate interests of market owners. The results of the study show that although these
arrangements are sometimes restrictive of competition, they cannot always be considered as an example of
abuse of a dominant position and simply imposing them on exploiting businesses, which are in direct intra-
platform competition with the owner of the marketplace, is considered anti-competitive in some cases.
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