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ABSTRACT

Marine accidents, such as the Sanchi oil tanker accident, cause many losses, including human, financial
and environmental losses. Such accidents, on one hand, raise technical issues and prevention of future
incidents and on the other hand, the issue of international responsibility of shipowners and the limitation of
their responsibility. Until now, various researches have examined the issue of responsibility or limiting the
responsibility of a specific type of pollution. However, some main challenges in the field of liability
limitation have not been investigated yet. Regardless of the origin of pollution, this Article examines the
three main challenges of applying the principle of limitation of liability. First, why should maritime liability
be limited? In this regard, this research evaluates the reasons for and against the limitation of civil liability
using an analytical method, while evaluating and analyzing the contents of the reports of the IMO Legal
Committee as well as the reports of the Marine Pollution Compensation Fund. The second challenge is the
issue of the uniform limitation of responsibility of ship owners despite the existing different regulations in
the national and international arena for financial responsibility for pollution damages, which generally
involves several countries. The third challenge is the coverage of marine pollution claims under Article 2
of the 1976 Convention on Limitation of Liability, which has divided the claims subject to limitation into
six categories. In this regard, the main question is whether the provisions of this article of the Limitation of
Liability Convention, which is a general convention related to all types of maritime claims, cover marine
pollution regardless of the form and type of pollution?
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