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Highlights

e In Germany, meritocracy, transparency, accountability, participation in global synergies in the
fight against corruption, and the existence of an efficient representative system and the rule of law
play a key role in preventing corruption.

e The use of successful legal and supervisory mechanisms is only part of the solution and models
must be localized.

e Success in the fight against political corruption requires a multifaceted approach and adherence to
evidence-based policymaking, a deep socio-cultural understanding of society and its real needs,
and a strong commitment to transparency and accountability.

ABSTRACT

Introduction

In modern societies, it is essential to create appropriate conditions for the active participation of citizens in
political life, and political development is a prerequisite and essential co-requisite in this regard. In the
meantime, although political development arises from a democratic order and the rule of law, political
corruption, on the other hand, disrupts this process and threatens sustainable development, posing a serious
threat to democratic structures. It can lead to deviations in policy-making and prevent the government from
achieving goals in line with sustainable development. Political corruption, by weakening democratic
institutions and reducing public trust, has also become a chronic disease in political systems and has affected
the economic development and political stability of countries by creating inequality and injustice, a process
that leads to the creation of an unequal society. Corruption can also lead to unfair allocation of resources,
foster nepotism, and a lack of transparency in the functioning of government institutions. Among these,
Germany is one of the countries known for its serious approach to combating corruption and has taken
extensive measures to promote transparency and accountability. In this regard, the authors, to provide
implementation suggestions (including providing implementation mechanisms in refining laws, regulating
an efficient representation system, strengthening oversight, and increasing transparency and
accountability), aim to answer what mechanisms and laws have been used in Germany to combat political
corruption. And how can political corruption be overcome through legal reforms?
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Methods

The present research answers the main question posed in several sections (conceptualization and assessment
of the origin of political corruption, examination and analysis of the mechanism of Germany in combating
political corruption of employees, officials and political institutions, combating corruption in the
recruitment process through anti-corruption guidelines and regulations, evaluation of anti-corruption
guidelines in recruitment, examination of the German anti-corruption structure in judicial affairs,
examination of the policies of the authorities supervising the prevention of corruption, evaluation of the
approach of laws regarding political institutions, the approach of laws regarding the legislative institution,
compliance with the requirements and standards of legislation on the issue of anti-corruption and
establishment of the hidden rule of parliament and law) and finally, by answering other questions, it draws
conclusions and presents suggestions. This research has collected information on the subject of research
and presented executive solutions with a descriptive approach and qualitative content analysis, and
evaluation of the German constitution, laws, and regulations, and by referring to library resources. Also, in
terms of data type, it is a mixture of quantitative and qualitative data, and in terms of how the results are
applied, the research is applied.

Results and Discussions

Based on the research findings, political development is the process of creating a basis for institutionalizing
the political organization and participation of citizens, which results in increasing the capability of a
political system. Political corruption is also a chronic general disease of the political complex that, if not
cured, destroys society. In the meantime, the actor or initiator of corruption, the abuser of resources derived
from corruption, and the structure of corruption or the causes and manner of corruption and its
consequences, should be considered. In this regard, Germany has achieved significant success in preventing
and reducing corruption by using comprehensive laws and complete supervision of institutions. In this
regard, recruitment and promotion based on merit and providing continuous training on corruption
prevention are examples of measures that Germany uses. Germany has always aimed to continuously revise
its laws and adapt them to the needs of society and international standards in order to increase the
effectiveness of anti-corruption laws and thus respond to the new complexities of corruption. The German
Constitution and other national and state laws (which are influenced by European Community law and
international law and consist of around 1,900 laws and thousands of legal documents) provide a strong
supervisory system and high ethical standards for public officials in its independent administrative court
system, and enforce administrative law through administrative courts. Germany has also succeeded in
adopting independent, transparent supervisory institutions and effective financial disclosure due to the
extensive anti-corruption laws it has enacted. Other German efforts include educational measures aimed at
preventing corruption and promoting the culture of civil servants, which have made Germany one of the
most industrialized countries in the world and the richest member of the European Union. Also, things such
as collective wisdom, active citizen participation, and the existence of an effective representative system
are other parts of a successful democracy that must be taken into account in the process of regionalization
and localization. International cooperation and the exchange of global experiences can also be used to
enrich approaches. Overall, success in combating corruption requires adherence to a combination of
evidence-based policymaking, a deep socio-cultural understanding of society and its real needs, and a strong
commitment to transparency and accountability.

Conclusion

According to the German experience, the fight against corruption requires a multifaceted approach that
includes deep legal reforms, strengthening oversight and transparency, and promoting education and culture
that are rooted in the country’s legal and cultural system. Germany strongly emphasizes transparency,
accountability, and the rule of law, and regulates laws in a way that is consistent with the needs of society
and human rights standards. However, simply using successful legal and oversight mechanisms (as seen in
Germany) is only part of the solution, and such models need to be localized, taking into account the specific
social, cultural, and political context of different countries.

KeyWords: Political Corruption, Democratic Governance, Transparency, Legal Reforms, Political
Development, German Constitution
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. German Criminal Code (Strafgesetzbuch — StGB)

. Federal Budget Code (Bundeshaushaltsordnung — BHO)

. Federal civil servants (Broadcasting Board of Governors - BBG)

. Federal civil servant status act (Beamtenstatusgesetz - BeamtStQG)

. Act against restraints of competition (Gesetz gegen Wettbewerbsbeschrinkungen — GWB)
. Freedom of Information Act (Informationsfreiheitsgesetz - IFG)
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. anti-money laundering act (AMLA)
. International Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters (internationale Rechtshilfe in Strafsachen — IRG)
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