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Highlights
e The article examines Kant’s theory in relation to the limitation of war and the pursuit of lasting
peace.

e This framework assesses Russia’s actions in the Ukraine war through the criteria of sovereignty,
proportionality, and protection of civilians.
e The study emphasizes the need to revisit Kantian principles in response to contemporary wars.

ABSTRACT

Introduction

The concept of a just war is one of the oldest and always controversial topics in political philosophy and
international law. This concept has been discussed from the time of ancient Greece and medieval Christian
teachings to the thoughts of modern and contemporary thinkers and has always posed a fundamental
question to thinkers: Can war, despite its violent and destructive nature, enjoy moral and legal legitimacy
in certain circumstances? Among modern philosophers, Immanuel Kant holds a prominent position. In his
treatise "Perpetual Peace" and other philosophical writings, he attempted to explain the relationship
between war, peace, and international justice and to provide a theoretical framework for limiting the
violence resulting from war. In Kant's view, the occurrence of war in international relations is inevitable,
but this fact should not be an excuse for departing from moral and legal rules. He considers only those wars
that are fought in the context of legitimate defense and compliance with international principles to be
legitimate and considers any war with expansionist goals or imposing political will to be absolutely
illegitimate. The importance of this issue in today's world, especially in light of the Russia-Ukraine war,
has doubled. This crisis, as one of the most important geopolitical events of the 21 century, has once again
brought the issue of the legitimacy of war, its moral boundaries, and its legal foundations back to the center
of international debate. The present study aims to re-examine Kant's just war theory and examine its
effectiveness in explaining the Russia-Ukraine crisis, and is based on the assumption that this theory,
despite its valuable capacities, needs to be redefined in light of contemporary conditions.
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Methods

The research method in this study is based on a descriptive-analytical approach and has been conducted in
a library manner. In the first step, Kant's main works, especially the treatise "Perpetual Peace" and his
writings on ethics and natural law, are examined to clarify the theoretical foundations of just war from his
perspective. Then, the philosophical and legal interpretations of contemporary thinkers on the theory of just
war are collected and analyzed. In the next step, these foundations are adapted within the framework of
contemporary international law and an attempt is made to determine the extent to which they are consistent
or conflicting with recognized international principles such as the United Nations Charter, humanitarian
rules, and the doctrine of self-defense. Finally, the Russia-Ukraine crisis is examined as an objective
example to test the effectiveness of Kant's theory in analyzing this war and assessing the legitimacy of the
actions of the parties. The reason for choosing this method is to establish a connection between theoretical
foundations and legal frameworks on the one hand, and to provide the possibility of analyzing a real and
contemporary situation on the other.

Results and Discussions

The findings of the study show that Kant, despite accepting the inevitable reality of war, provides a moral
and legal framework to limit it. He divides war into two categories: legitimate and illegitimate. Wars that
are waged for the purpose of legitimate self-defense or in support of general principles of international
justice are defensible in his view; while wars that are launched for the purpose of expansionism, hegemony,
or violation of the rights of nations are illegitimate and morally reprehensible. These criteria, when applied
to the Russia-Ukraine crisis, yield significant results. Russia claims that it entered the war to prevent NATO
expansion and defend its national security, but this argument is unacceptable in the Kantian framework,
because it was accompanied by a clear violation of Ukraine's independence and territorial integrity. On the
other hand, Ukraine, which resists this attack, is initially placed in a position of self-defense, but the
prolongation of the war, the expansion of humanitarian consequences, and the widespread use of military
means have also raised serious questions about this initial legitimacy. The findings also show that Kant's
theory, despite its effectiveness in providing general principles, is not fully adequate for analyzing complex
contemporary crises. The emergence of phenomena such as hybrid wars, the presence of non-state actors,
the spread of transnational terrorism, cyberwars, and the widespread use of new military technologies have
created dimensions that were not foreseeable in Kant's time. These issues challenge the traditional rules of
just war and reveal the need to reinterpret this theory. In addition, the findings show that the international
community has relied on its own political and security interests in responding to the war in Ukraine rather
than relying on Kantian ethical principles. This indicates the gap between theory and practice in
international relations. Nevertheless, Kant’s theory can still remain as a valuable framework for critiquing
the conflicting claims of the parties and reminding us of the importance of ethics and law in the arena of
war.

Conclusion

The conclusion of the research is that Kant’s just war theory, despite its shortcomings and limitations, still
provides us with a high capacity for analyzing and evaluating the legitimacy of wars. This theory can serve
as a moral and legal framework for policymakers and international institutions and serve as a reminder that
even in unavoidable conditions of war, it is necessary to observe moral principles and international rules.
However, geopolitical developments and new technologies require that Kantian principles be redefined in
accordance with new realities. The innovation of the present research lies in the fact that by linking Kant’s
philosophical foundations to one of the most important contemporary crises, namely the Russo-Ukrainian
war, it provides a practical model for assessing the legitimacy of war, thus contributing to the enrichment
of theoretical and legal debates in international relations.
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