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NOTES ON CRIME PREVENTION

Dr. HM.M. SADEGHI

Abstract

Crime has now become one of the major problems of human
society. According to the report of the Secretariat of the United
Nations, the annual growth rate of crime throughout the world
amounts to five percent which is more than population growth and
also exceeds economic growth of most countries of the world.

Crime affects not only its direct victims but also the community
at large. People are threatened both by the sense of insecurity which
they feel when witnessing crime increase, and by the more direct harm
of, e.g., having to buy goods at higher prices due to the occurrence of
shopliftings, and paying higher insurance premiums for their cars and
homes due to thefts taking place in the community.

It is perhaps not realistic to think of eliminating crime in the
society completely. The most one can do is to reduce and control
crime by predicting, recognizing and assessing the risk of crime and
by taking steps to reduce it. This process is sometimes referred to as
“crime risk management”, which is mainly concerned with
opportunity reduction.

This article deals with the issue of prevention of crime and
gives suggestions for steps which should be taken in this respect at

various levels in order to have a safer society to live in.
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3. Maureen Cain “Orientalsim, Occidentalism and the Sociology of Crime”, G. Garlad and R.
Spars (ed.) Criminology and Social Theory (Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 71-101 at p. 78.

4, Crime risk management.
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5. Opportunity reduction.
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